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SCURCE

- 1. On 27 and 28 Noverber 1951, the Adolf Ilitler Kaserne in Bernburg (U 52/D 76) was

occupied o capacity. Sentries wore black epaulets., Some soldiors woaring red-
bordered dlack epaulets with tank insignia were secn leaving the billeting arca. Troop: -
practiced the construction of barbed-wire obstacles and -emergency bridges in the
25X1B barracks yard, where there were several piles of square timber and other construction
material. Vehicles were seen
: ) leaving the billeting area. i
25x18 | 1B
- 5. The residential area bounded by foesceberg, Ilberstedterstrasse, Jullius Brumestras:e
25X1X and An der licesse, which is situated next to the fenced billebing arca of the Adolf
flitler Keserne, was also surrounded by 2 wire fence, Yoviet dependents were seen in
the nw restricted area, Unidentified construction was being done in the old
amamition depot west of the transmitiing tower of the Halle broadeasting station.
» fense was set up around an area which was bounded by the Wienburg-Bernburg railroad
1ine o the north, by the Bernburg-Neugatiersleben road on theest, by the transmitii
. ‘tower on the south, amd by the path from .Jaldau to point 7h, paralleling the road to
25X1X ‘ Nengattersleben, on the west, About 70 to 100 soldiers with black epauvlets were
erecting a fence.

31, On 23 Novewber, the barracks installation in Pernburg seemed to be occupied almost to
capacity, ALl soldiers observed wore hlack epaulets with the exception of two who wor:.
red-tordsred black epaulets with tank insignia. About 150 soldiers were seen recelvin:
infartry training outside the billeting area., #* h

lie A double page from a copybook which was found at the of icers’ billets on Julius
Brummestrasse on 1l November containad notes on the conbat hisbory of the writerts
wnite Yhe notes werce dated 23 MNoverbor 1950 and read: : ‘
Upon a motion of the workers of the Ural Lis, the 7h3d Indep ingr Bn was activated
in the Ural area.in .ebruary and larch 1943, The Fourth Tank Arry was activated on L
July 1942, The enginecr battalion saw its Lirst combat action west of rel on 26
July 1943. Tt mas redesignated as the 131st Indep &g Engre Paoon 23 October 1943, ‘v
of“ensive on the right bank of the Daieper iiver, for the liberation oi the Ukraina,
began or. 2l February 9L, The tomn of Kamenodolsk was. seized on 25 iarch 1igh and
Romanove on 17 +ebruary 19kl The battalion was awarded the guards flagz. It
participated in the seizwrs nf Ivov betwe:=n 14 June and 27 July and, for this
achisvenent, was awarded the ocler of the "ed Svars The battalion
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started advancing with the components of the First Ukrainian Front on 12

June 1945 and threw a bridge across the Oder Hiver between 2% and 30 June

1948, For the capturc of Fetrikau, the battalion was awarded the ordor of
Bogdan Khmelnitsky 3d class and, for the seizure of Lteinau, deustadt,

Neisse and Ratibor, the order of Aleksander Nevsky. The vatialion participated
in ths battle for the liberation of Prague from 5 to 2 lay 1945, It was awarded
the order of Kutuzov 3d class for the battle of Prague axl Berlin, During its
combat history, the 131st Indep Gds ungr Bn received 27 uwnit citations by

. Comrale GHtalin, #&#

Gortsent, The information confirme tho adslf Hitler Kaserne as quartering
components ol the, t#Ridentificd engincer rogimont of the GOFT wp Lo 28 Novauher
1981, Uane source previonsly resortod that the arranition depot just nortimest
of Dernburg was beins immroved, nogaibly for the storase of engineer cquijmont
and awmunition.

Corricnt. Lhe 131st Gds farr Ba is an old component of the forrer Z Gds

ank eorps, the present 10th Ods Yank Uiv, The docuwront deseribsd in the
preseat report shows that, in 1950, the battalion still had its mumerical
deaiziation of .orld uar I, The battalion is believed to be stabioned in
Krampaits, The combat route described in the docunent agre:s with wartine
< inforaation on the cowbat history of the X Gds Tank Unrps ahich was surnamed
Ural Volinteers,
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1; At 8 a.m. on 25 November 1951, tanks Nos 602, 60l and 607 and two trucks,
lvaded with boards and practice targets; were umloaded abt the Wolmirstedt

(:: 53/Y 61) railroad station by about 50 soldiers and left toward Letzling
toath. 2518

2, Vehicles scen moving to the wondrstedt railreoad station at 3 p.m. on
30 Movenber included tanks Ilos 607 and 340, SP pun llo 02 and three trucks
carrying armunition boxes, The wvehicles werc entrained on 1 Docember. Five
more tanks, including “os 052, 053, loaded with boxes and bundles, were en-—
trained at U po.me on 1 December and the train left toward Magdeburg.

3. Two groups of 5 or G officers and 150 soldiers arrived at the Volnirstedt
railroad station aboard the 5:30 p.n. train from ‘olbit,z, ong group on 1 D=
. cerber and one on 2 lecember. They proceeded toward ! :“doourg aboard the
Bl pom. express train, The soldiers .ore -redmbordered black epaulets with
tank insignis. OSomg of them wore bands around their heads and arms.

25X1A * -Cm'ft:nen'l:-o I - :iice tanks unloaded on 25 25X1B
November belonm to the 10th Gds Tank Div, while the tanks entrained at 8 p.n. )

on 1 December belony to the 136th Gds ilv Tank SP Regt of the Third Shock Army,
‘The novements indicate that, as at other troop training grdunds in the Soviet
Zone of Ggrnany, small detachnents conducted firing practice with live armuni~
tion. i

| GONFIDENTIAL
i CLASSIFICATION TEoRITTYCUINEL /15 GPITCIALG ORLY

i Bocument No. oo Y
f No Etange ia Class. [ |

Baclassified g
mass. I‘:mmged To: T8 $

Approved For Release 2002/01/30 : CIA-RDF m4 7-0 ¥4 -




